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CHAPTER II
ORAL INTERVIEW
Connie:

I

am

interviewing with

taught

in

a

one-room

Evelyn

Griffin

schoolhouse

for

who
ap-

proximately seven years and then taught in

an

elementary school for another, for a total

of

twenty eight years.

This interview is taking

place in Mrs. Griffin's home in Almena, Kansas
where she lives with her husband.

Could

tell

taught

me how many schools that you

you
at

and give me their names?
Evelyn:

Cedar Ridge,
Norton,

Bethel,

Kansas,

Prairie

View,

Kansas,

Calvert, Kansas and

Almena,

Long Island and Long Island.
Connie:

OK.

And these are both in Phillips and Norton

County.
Evelyn:

Right.

Connie:

OK.

Evelyn:

I think in the first school that I

How close were schools located back then?
taught

at

there were three schools that you get could to
within three miles.
Connie: Within three miles!

What did the children usu-

ally bring for school lunches?
Evelyn:

Any they could find!
know,

it

(laughed)

was right after the

Usually,
Depression

you
or

s
right during the dirt storm depression and allot

of

it was bread and butter and

maybe

fried

egg because they all had chickens,

maybe

some

families
on

WPA

canned fruit, but some

of

and
those

in fact many of those families
so there was not allot

for

a

were

them

to

choose from.
Connie:

What does WPA stand for?

Evelyn:

WPA was a government program and they worked
on

dams or roads or anything to give families

a little bit of income.

In fact some of them,

some of the families, would even go into the
county seat to get clothes for their children,
that had been made by other WPA units.
Connie:

That's interesting.

Were there any special

preparations that you had to make for school
lunch or not?
Evelyn:

No.

We did not have any school lunch programs

at all each child was responsible for their

own.
Connie:

What was the length of the school day?

Evelyn:

From nine o'clock in the morning till four
o'clock at night!

Connie:

Did children come early or stay late?

Evelyn:

Yes, they came early because as soon as they
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could see the smoke rolling out of schoolhouse

r

chimney, (laughed) they would let the families
that lived close would come to school because
probably the schoolhouse was warmer than where
they came from.
Connie:

And did you have children staying late after
school?

Evelyn:

Occasionally children would stay until their
parents could pick them up.

Connie:

How long was the school year?

Evelyn:

Eight, twenty day months, one hundred and
sixty days.

Connie:

Did the school ever get called off due to inclement weather?

Evelyn:

I don't recall that it did in the rural
schools.

I suppose we did.

We just couldn't

get there, we couldn't get there.
Connie:

You were telling me how, you know, sometimes
if you couldn't

make it to school that a that

they called off school and you know how they
worked the schedule like the school board left
it up to did that work?
Evelyn:

I reported to the school board if it would be
impossible for me to get there, because at
that time we had a little one that had mastoid

7

surgery and we never knew what morning or what
day we were going to have to make the trip to
Hastings, two hundred and twenty five miles
round trip. And the school board, I would talk
to them, and they would say go.
Connie:

So they kinda left it up to the discretion of
the teacher.

Did you have to make up those

days then?
Evelyn:

Yes, we did at the end of the year. We tried
to run the full hundred and twenty days, or
hundred sixty days.

Connie:

What courses did you spend the most time on?

Evelyn:

Probably reading and math.

Connie:

What courses were taught throughout your series of courses, did you teach, did you stick
mainly to reading and math or did you expand
out and have Home Ee. and classes like that?

Evelyn:

That is a laugh!

Of course I think that we

actually did have all of them in a way.
had the reading

You

and the math and the spelling

and the writing in the lower, the very lower
grades.

Then your English and your geogra-

phies and your histories.

We had an eighth

grade civics course and I was thinking there
was something else that we had to include in
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the upper grades.

Kansas History we taught,

but we did not have any of these tests that
the teachers work with today, you know, we
didn't have any of these papers that were run
off and handed out.
perience.

It was all a teaching ex-

All a learning experience.

Not

that papers aren't a learning experience, but
there, a lot of times, you don't have time for
teaching if the kid sits there doing

eight,

ten, twelve, however many papers in one day.
There math was all written out and it was all
graded.

Every paper that was handed in was

graded by the teacher.
Connie:

How did you organize you time to teach the
different grade levels?

Evelyn:

There were only so many minutes in a day and
we took the time that was needed for that
group each day.

Some days one group might

need more time, they might need fifteen minutes.

We might get into a discussion that

would involve eight grades and then, we
weren't really on a fixed schedule, it wasn't
that you let the kids go to the door for P . E.
for Music for lunch for bus.
more relaxed schedule.

We were on a

9

Connie:

so you lesson plans varied somewhat day to
day, it wasn't strictly routine.

Evelyn:

Actually, can you imagine sitting down and
making day to day lesson plans for
grades?

eight

Assignments were made and actually

there were no recorded lesson plans as they
are done

in a one room or in a one grade

situation.
Connie:

What activities did you have the groups work
on while you were teaching the other group?

Evelyn:

Well, they had an English assignment that had
to be written out.

They had a math assignment

that had to be written out and it wasn't just
a paper thrown at them say fill in this blank
or that blank and the problems were not just
written down just as an answer, they showed
their work, and they were kept busy, doing
just that.
Connie:

What kind of teaching methods did you use?

Evelyn:

I guess you would say free and relaxed, whatever came through the day.
go on any fixed schedule.

We did not have to
We tried to have a

little fun while we were doing it.
Connie:

That's always good!
als?

How did you get materi-
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Evelyn:

Well to start with, they had the basic texts
which was furnished by the school.

The dis-

.

trict bought all of the books and if there was
a change in adoption of a text, we would put
down how many we needed and went to the drugstore and bought it.
Connie:

Do you know about how much the materials ran
back then?

Evelyn:

Well, with a fifty dollar salary, there materials for the year didn't run over fifty dollars because you did not have art paper, you
did not have any typing paper,

any glue, any

colors, any scissors, you had nothing!

You

had the textbooks.
Connie:

So there any materials furnished for you?

Evelyn:

Absolutely not!

Connie:

Did the students provide any supplies?

Evelyn:

They bought a box of eight colors. The boxes
of sixty four were absolutely unknown and
there were some families that could even afford the eight color box.

And I had one fam-

ily of four children that I went and bought a

box of eight colors and wrapped up and took to
the post office and mailed them and they did
let them go through without a return address,
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because they understood the circumstances.
And when those colors got to those children
you cannot believe how happy the were!
Connie:

so, as a teacher you helped out families?

Evelyn:

Right!

Connie:

Was that included in on your budget? (laughed)

Evelyn:

My personal budget?

Connie:

How much did a text cost back then?

Evelyn:

I have no idea, but I would assume that prob-

Yes!

ably around, between one and two dollars would
buy any text they were using.
Connie:

Were they usually hardback or paperback?

Evelyn:

Hardback, everything.

Connie:

Those colors that you bought for that family,
how much did they cost?

Evelyn:

Oh, probably ten cents.

Connie:

How often did the state change curriculum or
like textbooks?

Evelyn:

I think actually they were supposed to run
five years but then they might be readopted so
they could run longer.

Connie:

Did you have a reading series that you used?

Evelyn:

Yes, but I don't remember what for sure it
was.

I think the first one was Bobbs-Merrill

and then Houflin-Mifflin was the one that I
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used when I went back to Calvert.
Connie:

Were you expected to provide any special
education classes like EMH, TMH, BD ...

Evelyn:

Oh, we didn't have initials for them!
(laughed) But we did recognize the special
needs of students and try to, I think actually
the biggest thing then was if the child could
not do say fifth grade work he stayed in
fourth grade until he was able to handle a
next grade.

Connie:

How did you work with a child that had special
needs, just by retaining or

Evelyn:

Getting them into the group where they fit
best.

Giving them an extra special boost by

saying, "Yeah, you did a good job."
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That's

fine, that's a neat paper." and just little
personal things that gave that child enough
stability to survive in a school situation.
Connie:

You were telling me that you had like--how
many were the most kids that you had at one
time?

Evelyn: I had twenty five, eight grades, and in that
group there were three children, a first
grader and two third graders that were learning disabled and had to have separate classes
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from my other first graders.

They were all in

the same class but they had to have individual
work.

You didn'•t just say, "Hey kid you can

not handle what Johnny over here is handling."
But they were, had to have special reading
work and that.

You had to listen to them read

separately from the others and little things
like that.

At the end of the day then you did

your own janitor work and brought home a stack
of papers from that many children that had to
be graded.
Connie:

So you didn't have a lesson planning time
throughout the day?

Evelyn:

Are you kidding!

A lesson planning!

Do you

understand now why now we did not have written
lesson plans or why I didn't have written lesson plans.

Because, like, when I had my math

class, I had all those papers graded and do
you understand why this problem is wrong.
they might be in

OK,

the fourth grade or fifth

grade or sixth grade, and we would explain
that problem and we would go back to basics.
If you had six cents to spend and you would
spent two cents and one cent.
did you have left?

How much money

And then they could under-
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stand the larger problem.
Connie:

How long did this take you to grade all those
papers for twenty five kids?

I sure that it

was a substantial amount time.
Evelyn:

Well, in the first place, I worked at the
schoolhouse sweeping the floor and grading
those papers until five o'clock every night.
Then I brought home the rest of them and with
a family of six kids still living at home
there had to be other things done.

But those

papers we re graded before I went back to
school the next morning and don't ask how much
time that I spent.

I will admit that some-

times I went to sleep the next day while the
first graders were reading!
Connie:

What kind of order did you have your lessons
taught in?

Did you have a special order like

math then reading or how did you work that?
Evelyn:

Basically yes.
morning classes.

The reading and math were
The little ones read right

after lunch, that's why I went to sleep.
(laughed)

They did do allot of oral reading,

you know, that was their basic thing.
Connie:

Were the courses left up to you or was it from
the state that you had to teach certain
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things?
Evelyn:

Certain things had to be taught.

.

Certain

books had to be covered.
Connie:

You said that the younger kids had to do allot
of reading.

Did you use you older students as

helpers or tutors for these younger children?
Evelyn:

Not really, because the older children had all
their math and reading and geography and history and all of that and they needed their
time for themselves.

Connie:

How much time did you spend with each grade
level or did it depend from day to day?

Evelyn:

It depended on the needs of the group on that
day, on that week.

If something new was being

introduced, in math they might get practically
the whole ball of wax.

The little ones could

get by with less on that day.
Connie:

How did you group your students?

Did you

group them strictly by grade level, first
grade here, second grade here?
Evelyn:

You mean in sitting arrangement?

Connie:

In learning arrangement.

Evelyn:

They were by grades. If you were if fourth
grade, you were in the fourth grade group.

Connie:

OK.

What if somebody was in the fifth grade
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but needed help with basic facts?
Evelyn:

OK.

When we were having class with basic

facts that kid ~at there in his seat a listening and learning every step of the way.
Connie:

So they got a double dose, if they didn't understand it, they went back and relearned it
when the other class was having ...

Evelyn:

Those kids knew when to turn on, you know,
they knew when what was going on that they
needed.

You know you didn't have to say,"Hey

Johnny you better be listening to this."

They

knew when to turn on .
Connie:

How much schooling did you have to have in order to teach?

Evelyn:

Well at that time they only had to have high
school education and then, I think, a week or
two of normal training.
one year of college.

When I started I had

I had thirty hours.

I

had a thirty hour certificate.
Connie:

You said normal training.

What is normal

training?
Evelyn:

I don't know.

I didn't take it .

it was a county wide thing.

But I think

They would go in

and give a few basic instructions in how to
organize a classroom and so forth.

Because
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allot of these kids had never maybe attended a
rural school.

You know, they been, like in

Almena, they always gone to a one room or a
one class situation .
Connie:

So you didn't have to student teach?

Evelyn:

No.

I did after I'd taught like ten, twelve

years.

I had to take my student teaching when

I got my degree.
Connie:

So after you got your degree, you had to go,
and had taught for ten years, you had to go
back and student teach to show that you were
able to teach?

Evelyn:

Right!

Right!

We drove from Almena every

morning for nine weeks .

We left here at five

o'clock and because I had a daughter that had
to be in class at seven and at the end of the
day we drove back and I student taught.
Connie :

How was it shown that you were certified to
teach?

Evelyn:

Did you just have to ...

We got that little piece of paper!

After we

took thirty hours in college, we got the
little piece of paper.
Connie:

You said before that all you needed was a high
school diploma.

Could you have just shown

that and that would have certified you to
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teach also?
Evelyn:

We would have had to of, I think, taken this
preparatory course that was given in the
county and I don't know how many weeks that
was or what was included because I did not
take it.

Connie:

Did you have to take a competency test for
your teaching abilities?

Evelyn:

Are you kidding!

I guess not because I know

of kids that went out of high school that had
actually been given D's in high school so that
they would pass on out of high school.

They

were given, not earned, a D and the next September found this one individual in a classroom, in a school, teaching rural school.
Connie:

Is he still teaching?

Evelyn:

Needless to say, no.

Connie:

Did you get pay incentives for more hours?
The more college hours you take the more pay.

Evelyn:

Absolutely not!

Connie:

How were students promoted or retained in your
classroom?

Evelyn:

According to the teachers knowledge of what
that child could do.

It was entirely up to

the teacher and strangely enough there was
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very little protest from the parents if their
child was retained.
Connie:

Did they have state guidelines to follow on
that?

Evelyn:

No.

Connie:

Do you think that more kids were retained in
country schools?

Evelyn:

It would depend on the teacher.

Connie:

Did you ever retain any children?

Evelyn:

Definitely.

I had one boy in, in think, he

was in the fifth grade and due to many things
at the end of the year, I could not contact
his parents, his parents would not come to me
even after the report card had been sent out
and at the end, they tried everything could to
get him into a different school.

He came back

to my school and he was able to feel good
about what he could do because he could handle
the work and that child came to me after he
was out of high school, he moved in to
California later and he came back to me and
thanked me for having put him where he could
feel good and where he could learn and he went
on and went through high school and that made
me feel good.

20

Connie:

I'm sure.

Did children miss allot of time

because their parents needed them at home to
do farm work?
Evelyn:

No.

Connie:

School was first priority.

Evelyn:

School was first priority and the kids didn't
want to miss!

Connie:

Did all kids have to attend?

Evelyn:

Yes.

Connie:

Or was it by choice?

Evelyn:

No.

Connie:

During the school day, did you have recesses?

Evelyn:

Yes.

Connie:

How many?

Evelyn:

Fifteen minutes in the morning and fifteen
minutes in the afternoon and an hour for lunch
and play at noon.

Connie:

Did you have Physical Education and Music
classes in your program also?

Evelyn:

By today's standards they would not call it
Physical Education or Music, but we sang

ev-

eryday and we played everyday and by the time
they could walk to school and done their
chores, they didn't need any organized
physical education.
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Connie:

What were some of the favorite games that they
had during recess?

Evelyn:

.

Oh, softball, darebase, oh they had a lot.
Steal sticks ...

Connie:

Similar to what they have now?

Evelyn:

They have the same rules, but when you're
playing with first graders through eighth
graders.

Connie:

So everyone was included?

Everybody played

together.
Evelyn:

Right.

Right.

Connie:

Was that by their choice or your choice?

Evelyn:

Mostly their choice, because some of little
ones, like first graders, couldn't play softball and if we had a seventh grader that was
slow in learning and he wanted to swing with
the first graders, that was fine. He was not
put in any, made to do what the others did.

Connie:

What were some of their favorite songs that
you sang for your music class?

Evelyn:

The Star-Spangled Banner!

I forget the other

one but they had another one that we sang every morning.
Connie:

Did you have a ritual to go through in your
mornings?

22

Evelyn:

The Wallbash Cannonball.

Connie:

The Wallbash Cannonball?

Evelyn:

The Wallbash Cannonball.

Connie:

OK.

.

Did you have to supervise them during re-

cess or could you do your school work?
Evelyn:

Teacher was right out there playing with them.

Connie:

Oh.

Evelyn:

The only day she didn't play with them was
when she had to scrub and wax the floor and
then she'd work on that at noon recess.

Connie:

How often did you scrub and wax the floor?

Evelyn:

Well, before any special program.

Two or

three times a year.
Connie:

With a class of twenty five, surely you had
helpers on that, didn't you?

Evelyn:

I wasn't teaching housecleaning!
didn't help.

So they

I didn't require them to stay

and help?
Connie:

Did you have any special playground equipment?

Evelyn:

Swings and a merry-go-round, teeter-toder.

Connie:

What type of restroom facilities did you have?

Evelyn:

Well, in the first three rural school, we had
two pads and a Sears and Roebuck catalog.
(laughed)

Connie:

(laughed)

Was Sears and Roebuck catalog for
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reading?
Evelyn:

No.

It was for cleanliness.

Connie:

Do you have any ' interesting stories to tell
about

Evelyn:

the restroom facilities?

No, actually they handled those very well.
You know, if it was cold you never had to
worry about half a dozen kids wanting to go to
the restroom at the same time.

Connie:

How did the school get the water?

Evelyn:

The rural schools I taught at had their own
pumps and we·d pump the water and carry it in
buckets.

Connie:

Would that be an assigned chore for the children or would you do that?

Evelyn:

Depended.

I usually did the first one at noon

and if they wanted fresh water, I mean, I did
the first one in the morning and if they
wanted fresh water at noon why, the kids would
do it.
Connie:

So who was in charge of the

upkeep of the

building, like the general maintenance and
things like that?
Evelyn:

Actually the school board or the community
cleaned the schoolhouse before opening day and
after that the teacher in charge did all of
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it.

If the curtains needed washed, and they

needed washed often, because of the coal smoke
from the pot beily stove and the teacher did
all of it.

one year I did hire two of my

eighth grade boys to get in the fuel and do a
little bit of things like that because it was
a very large family and they needed the few
dimes that they could get.
Connie:

How much did you pay them?

Evelyn:

I do not remember, but it was not much.

Not

when I was only getting sixty dollars a month!
Connie:

Were there any changes that occurred during
the schoolhouse during the years that you
taught?

Evelyn:

I don't know how you mean that.

Connie:

Like did they give you better facilities?

Did

they, you know, maybe a new heating system, a
new lighting system?
Evelyn:

Well in the last rural school because actually
it had been originally a two room school and
we did have indoor restroom there and a gas
furnace, propane furnace, and when the reading
circle books came out, the list, they would
say which ones do you want and then they would
order the whole, the entire list, whatever was
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on the list.

They had a little more to do

with at that time.
Connie:

Who paid for the upkeep of the school?

Evelyn:

Well, that was in the school budget.

Connie:

What happened to all those old schoolhouses
that you taught in?

Evelyn:

No, no.

Are they still standing?

Calvert, the last one, is still

standing.

The acre of land, of course, went

back to the original plot of land.

The

schoolhouse was put up and auctioned and it
was a brick schoolhouse, two-stories, full
basement, and he converted it into a home and
all of the materials in the school, the books,
playground equipment and everything went to
the accepting district which was Almena.
Connie:

How did the community feel when they finally
closed down the schools?

Was it kind of a,

how did ...
Evelyn:

It upset them.

At the time the first two ru-

ral schools were closed, I was not here, I was
not living here and at the time that Calvert
was closed, in that they are between Norton
and Almena, there was quite allot of competitiveness for where they would go and as a
result, those who lived on a certain mile line
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went in to Norton.

They were closer to Norton

and actually the junction was the dividing
line I think at ' that time.

Everything east of

the junction came to Almena.

But it was

pretty well a matter of choice.
Connie:

What materials were used to build the schoolhouses?

Evelyn:

Most of the early rural schoolhouses were just
wood and of course, Calvert was brick and it
was a solid building.

Connie:

Who helped build them?

Evelyn:

(laughed)

I don't know.

I assumed that it

probably was a community project.

I sure they

didn't hire very many architectural builders
and carpenters to come in and put them up.
Farmers took care of that.
Connie:

What kind of heating did they have?

Evelyn:

The old pot belly stove.

Connie:

Who had to ...

Evelyn:

Who had to fire the stove?

Connie:

Yes.

Evelyn:

Yours truly!

Who had to fire the stove?
The teacher did all that,

cleaned out all the ashes.
Connie:

What kind of lighting was in the schoolhouse?

Evelyn:

Mother nature.

Connie:

How about on those dark, cloudy days?

Evelyn:

Mother nature.

Connie:

OK.

You had an 'interesting story about your,

where you got your coal, ah, some fear about
having to get coal or something like
that. (laughed)
Evelyn:

In my first school, the coalhouse was build
right onto the schoolhouse and the only other
rural school where they used coal it was
across the schoolyard.

Well at that time

there were allot of vagrants in the country
that went up and down the roads, you know,
bums and you always had this fear that you
would go to school some morning

and find that

one of them chose the coal shed as a protection from the cold.

Actually, during Christ-

mas vacation, not I but another teacher, in
Norton County, had gone to school and found a
murdered man behind the school building.

So,

of course, that put the fear in all of us and
we watched our surroundings.
Connie:

That would be a surprise, wouldn't it?

Evelyn:

It was a surprise.
locked.

The schoolhouses were not

There was no way to lock them and at

the last really rural school we went to school
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one morning and found the dictionaries, the
globes stolen.

They were gone and of course

then we looked in the attic to see what else
we might find.

Thinking that maybe it was a

local prankster had decided it would be neat
to hide them items up in the attic of the
schoolhouse.

But that was not the case.

Connie:

Where did you live when you taught school?

Evelyn:

You boarded with families in the district.

Connie:

How far away did you live from school?

Evelyn:

The two years that I boarded out,

it was a

mile and a half to school and you walked,
rain, snow, sleet, sunshine, whatever.
Connie:

How much was the rent at where you boarded?

Evelyn:

Twelve fifty a month or actually four days.

Connie:

What did you do the other three days?

Evelyn:

I went home!

Connie:

How close was home to where you taught?

Evelyn:

Eight, nine miles.

Connie:

How did you get there?

Evelyn:

My dad came and got me and he took me.

Connie:

In what?

Evelyn:

In a car or in a pickup.

Connie:

How early did you have to get up to get to
school?

29

Evelyn:

If you're gonna be there by eight and you walk
a mile and a half doesn't take you long to get
ready for schooi when you teaching in the
country. (laughed)

Connie:

How were you as a teacher expected to conduct
yourself in the community?

Did you have rules

to follow?
Evelyn:

Yes .

Most of them were unwritten.

In the

first place, you were not to be a married
woman and when I taught in Prairie View, which
is a small town, we were required to stay in
that town three weekends out of the month.
were not allowed to go home.

We

Even though my

home was only eleven miles from Prairie View,
we were required to stay there .

We had no

car, we had no transportation and the only way
that we could get out of town was to go down
to the car dealer and rent a car and maybe we
could get out to go to a movie.
Connie:

Why were you expected to stay in town three
weekends out of four?

Evelyn:

I really have no idea, whether it was financial because we ate our meals there or they
felt like as teachers we needed to be a part
of the community.

We needed to attend their
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church, we needed to know their people.
Connie:

So were teachers really looked up to then?

Evelyn:

Definitely.

I mean, I think in all of my

teaching career, teachers were role models for
kids.
Connie:

Dating, was that permitted?

Evelyn:

They were usually not brave enough to ask the
teacher out.

Let's put it that way, but we

did date.
Connie:

So did you meet Bill while you were teaching
or was after your teaching career or how did
you end up getting married?

Evelyn:

Don't ask him!

No, actually he worked on a

truck in Prairie View and he lived at a room
at the hotel and we ate our meals at the hotel
at the counter on bar stools and so he too ate
his meals there and we would sit while we ate
and work the daily crossword puzzle and this
type of thing.

The other young swains would

come into the cafe and sit in the corner, you
know, and be envious of.

And then later, we

were married during the war in California.
Connie:

What happened to your teaching career once you
got married?

Evelyn:

I quit teaching before I got married.

In
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fact, at that time, teachers were bought and
sold like animals.

If they could buy one, if

.

they could buy you for ninety dollars and they
wanted another teacher from another town for
first year and pay her ninety five, you know,
for first year, then I refused to be bought
and sold and on the last day of school in
Norton, there were teachers on my floor dared
me to go ask for my contract back, which I
did, and tore it up in the office because I
refused to teach for ninety dollars a month.
If they didn't need me as bad as they needed a
teacher in her first year, they could forget
it.

And at that time, there were allot of

contracts being broken, teachers would break
their contracts.

So Norton would took from

our salary one dollar a month, which would
make a total of nine dollars or maybe it was
two dollars a month and at the end of the year
if we completed our nine month contract then
that money was returned to us.

But that was a

small insurance that the contract would not be
broke.
Connie:

Why didn't they hire people that were married?

Evelyn:

Because there was always this thing called
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pregnancy and a pregnant teacher was not
allowed to teach.

You might want to shut the

recorder off on'this one. (laughed)
Connie:

(laughed) No!

Evelyn:

I know of one year a couple was married and
they needed the money very, very bad and she
was pregnant and she tried to convince her
school board that she was constipated.

But

the nine month constipation ended in a baby
and I think this did happen in Norton County
and she was not allowed to teach after the
first two or three months, when it became very
obvious.
Connie:

What happened if a teacher ended up
married and then pregnant?

getting

Did they have

pregnancy leave?
Evelyn:

Are you kidding!

They immediately lost their

job when it became obvious.

A pregnant

teacher was not allowed to be in the school.
Connie:

So was there a preference between hiring male
teachers or female teachers?

Evelyn:

I don't know of any preference.

There were

probably more women out looking for jobs as
teachers than there were men.
Connie:

For you first job that you taught at, how much

33

money did you make?
Evelyn:

Fifty dollars a month for eight months and I

.

taught the second year at the same school for
the same money.
Connie:

For eight months.

You didn't get paid year

around?
Evelyn:

No, no.

That was four hundred dollars a year

and all paid in eight months.
Connie:

Did you get raises from year to year?

Evelyn:

No.

The only way, well like I said I taught

two years for fifty dollars and then I went
across the county line and got a school.

They

paid me sixty and then the first school I had
quit teaching at came to me and said that you
didn't give us a chance and I said that you
didn't raise me last year.

I didn't assume

that you would this year and when I got a
chance for a ten dollar raise, I took it.
Connie:

So was there a problem with teacher turnover?

Evelyn:

Yes, definitely and at that time even in the
towns, you know, the small towns had a hard
time getting good teachers.

They often just

got what they could take in August.
Connie:

Or somebody cheaper?

Evelyn:

The salary didn't permit the smaller schools

to compete with the cities with the larger
schools.
Connie:

Who wrote out your paychecks?

Evelyn:

I believe that the treasurer of the board
wrote out the checks.

Connie:

Did you ever have any discipline problems?

Evelyn:

Not really and yet probably I was a strict
disciplinarian.

But I always worked on the

assumption that if child wanted to throw spitballs, that was just fine with me, I didn't
care I'd even help him out.

He could stay in

at noon while everyone else played and chew
and spit and chew and spit and usually it
didn't take very long.

But it was a funny

situation too to them they were not upset, you
know, they knew what was going to happen.

If

they wanted to write notes during schooltime
that was just great, they could get up and
read it and write a dozen at their recess you
know.

They could read them when everyone else

came back in.

They usually got much simpler

when they wrote them at recess.
Connie:

So was you atmosphere in your classroom real
strict or were you more lenient?

Evelyn:

I would say that probably it was strict but
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the kids knew that that's the way it was going
to be.
Connie:

You had a story' that you wanted to tell me
about some kids, I think.

Evelyn:

We had fifth or sixth grade boys spitting at
each other in the restroom or spitting out the
window and one of the got in the crossfire and
got spit upon.

So then the teacher got in-

formed so that was just great, I decided if
they wanted to spit (tape ends)
Connie:

So your punishments were very unique.

I like

that.
Evelyn:

Unique or not they worked and the kids could
laugh.

Connie:

Did you get support from the home when you had
a problem like this?

Evelyn:

Definitely.

In fact one when they wanted to

throw paper wads during school time and they
were staying in, I had given them each a very
clean sheet of paper and told them they could
just make all the spitballs they wanted to.
After a few minutes I said, "Are you done
now?"

and most of the said yes.

out to the playground and play."

I said, "Go
But one

little boy said no he wasn't done, he wasn't
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through.

I said, "That's fine just keep right

on a going."

And after a while, I said, "Now

are you done?" · I said, "Well go throw it
away."

He said, "No I can't, I ate it all!"

The whole sheet of typing paper and I know had
he gone home had it been some other children
the parents might not have been supportive.
But had he gone home with that story, he would
have gotten another sheet of paper.
Connie:

(laughed)

Was there ever a problem that was

too big for you to handle?
Evelyn:

I don't think so.

Connie:

So you never had anyone to go to if it got too
bad?

Evelyn:

No.

Connie:

Did you ever teac h at a schoolhouse that you
later attended oh let me rephrase that,

were

you ever a student at the same schoolhouse
that you later taught at?
Evelyn:

Yes, at Almena and I substitute in the high
school now and it is rather strange.

When I

was in high school the girls had to go up one
side and the boys in the entranc e in the halls
and to this day when I walk into that school
as a substitute teacher, my tendency is to use
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the girls side.
Connie:

As a teacher, what did you think about having
the same pupils' year after year after year?

Evelyn:

That really was no problem because you got
along with all of them.

Connie:

How about as a student?

What did you think

about having the same teacher, year after
year?
Evelyn:

I didn't have, as a, when I was going through
rural schools we didn't have the same teacher
year after year .

We were lucky if we had the

same teacher for the full year!
Connie:

Why· s that?

Evelyn:

Well, there would be problems.

I supposed in

the community and, or with certain students
and the teacher would move one, right in the
middle of the year.
Connie:

Did a teacher ever get fired in the middle of
the year or let off?

Evelyn:

Perhaps it was not in my actual teaching experience, but in raising my family I know of
teachers that were let off, were put off and
told to never set foot in the schoolhouse
again, even after two weeks of school.
behavior was such that it could not be

Their
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tolerated.
Connie:

Who made the decision that a teacher was to be
released?

Evelyn:

The school board.

The school board made the

decision based on the complaints of parents.
Connie:

How many people were on the school board?

Evelyn:

Three.

Connie:

How were they chosen?

Evelyn:

Community election.

Connie:

And what were their responsibilities?

Evelyn:

The business of the school and actually, now
some of this I'm speaking from my own experience with families and having
on the school board.

had a husband

The school board actu-

ally painted the lunchroom.

They ran the ce-

ment in front of the schoolhouse for the buses
to unload if there was not money to do these
things, the school board did it.

If the buses

were stuck out on a country road, the school

board went and eliminated the problem.
Connie:

Did they have weekly meeting, school board
meetings?

Evelyn:

I believe monthly.

Connie:

How did the students dress?

Evelyn:

They had at that time a pretty strict dress
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rules as to their dress code, but then too allot of those rules were made by the kids themselves, you know, they didn't, they wore
dresses they didn't wear jeans, they wore
dress pants the didn't wear jean pants.
Connie:

What type of records did you keep?

Evelyn:

The attendance records and the grade records
and the pass and fail.

Connie:

Who was in charge over you?

Was there a prin-

cipal over you?
Evelyn:

In rural schools, no, county superintendent.

Connie:

What is your most memorable moment of your
teaching career as a country school teacher?

Evelyn:

I think maybe that the kids would think and
probably myself would remember, in the last
rural school that I taught at, we always made
our own kites and in the spring morning, recess, noon, we would work on kites and put
them up and tie them to the fence posts during
school time and go out again at playtime and
do kites again.

Connie:

Tell me about your retirement.

Evelyn:

I think, when I retired, the thing that
thrilled me most was the tribute that all of
these communities paid to me.

They had a
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community supper, and they had gotten together, this is your life type of thing.
had our

.
daughter

They

fly in from Boise and she too

is a teacher so all she had was a weekend.
She flew in on Saturday and had to fly back
out on Sunday.

They had the first one of the

women that I had boarded with in my early
years and they had done a complete workup with
slides and everything on this is your life.
They had each of my seven children take part
in the presenting of those slides and this was
probably minor but they also bestowed on me
many gifts and I felt very humbled before my
people and I felt that they had done me a
great honor to let me be a teacher of their
children for that many years and that night we
had a family there that I had actually taught
three generations of their family and thus
ended my teaching career down to substitute
teaching.
Connie:

But it does feel good to be appreciated.

Evelyn:

That is true!

You sometimes feel very humbled

with that kind of appreciation that was shown
to me that night.

You feel maybe like i t was

a little undeserved.
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Connie:

Is there anything else that you like to add to
this interview?

Evelyn:

I think that th1s should end this interview on
a really happy note.

